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Purlin Roof System:

The term ‘purlin’ refers to structural roof framing members, typically heavy timbers, 
glu-lams, or engineered lumber, which are installed in parallel rows up the slope of the 
roof. The purlins are positioned parallel to the eave of the roof, and the panels are typically 
applied vertically on the pitch. Each panel should span at least three purlins (simple spans 
are not recommended). Longer panels also help minimize the number of panel joints, and 
may also speed installation time. Panel spans, connections, and fastener spacing should 
be reviewed by a Professional Engineer and/or detailed on Murus panel drawings. See 
Figures 13A below, 13B, 13C, and 13D, Page 38, and 13E, Page 39.
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Figure 12B. Stick Framed Roof with Continuous Header Detail

Figure 13A. Purlin Roof System
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